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“God is with Us in the Incarnation; 

God is with us in the Gospel.” 

Behold, [the] virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son; and they shall call His Name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

St. Matthew 1:23.
Introduction.


The Apostle St. Matthew, quoting the prophet Isaiah, tells us that with the birth of Jesus God is with us.  But isn’t God with us all the time to give us life, food, hearth and home?
  Indeed, He is because He is our Creator and sustains our lives daily here intimately with us.  What, then, is the Apostle St. Matthew talking about when he writes “God with us”?  The Apostle St. Matthew is talking about God with us who are now sinners after the fall of Adam into sin.  The Holy God does not dwell in a blessed way with sinners.  But the Holy God does dwell Incarnate in Jesus of Nazareth with sinners in order to bless them with life eternal by living for men a Holy Life
, Atoning for sins on the Cross, saving, and restoring life eternal to men.
 


God also dwells amongst men through the Gospel.  Through the Gospel God dwells with men to bestow upon men the Blessings of His Passion, forgiving sin and saving.


God dwells with men in His Incarnation and in His Gospel, wherein He gives the gift of life everlasting through the Gift of His Son and His Passion.  That Blessed Dwelling in Christ and the Gospel is the Great Gift of Christmas from which flow all other gifts from God forever.

I. God Dwells with Men Blessedly in the Incarnation.
A. Sinners cannot dwell in a blessed way with the Holy God.


The truth that sinners cannot dwell in a blessed way with the Holy God comes out again in the Christmas story.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:  and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not:  for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the angels a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
 

Why were the shepherds “sore afraid”?  They were sore afraid because the angels were holy and they are not holy; they are sinners.  Sinners shrink and withdraw from holiness.  This flight from holiness began in the Garden of Eden after Adam sinned.  Moses writes:

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.


Because of man’s sin, he is unable to dwell with God in a blessed way.
B.  God is with us and for us in the Incarnation of the Son of God.


But the heavenly hosts (armies) did not slay the shepherds because of their sins.  Rather, they preached the Gospel to them:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.


Who ordered the heavenly hosts to sheath their swords and preach the Gospel to sinners?  He who ordered them to sheath their swords and preach the Gospel was their Commander
, the Babe in Bethlehem, the Son of God Incarnate lying in the manger in Bethlehem.  Thus we see already God with us in Christ is God for us in Christ.


This Blessed Truth, of course, bears out in Christ’s Entire Life lived for us.  Jesus says He lived His entire life for the sake of sinners to save them:

... the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.


Christ was conceived in the womb of and born of the Virgin St. Mary in order to give us a pure conception and birth.  From the womb Christ was living a Holy Life for us and for all men.  In Psalm 22  we read of Christ worshiping God perfectly from the womb of the Virgin St. Mary:

I was cast upon Thee from the womb:  Thou art My God from My mother’s belly.

Because we and all men are conceived in sin, we did not worship God from the womb.  Christ enjoyed, therefore, a perfect and holy conception (an Immaculate Conception
) and birth for us and for all men to replace our sinful conception and birth.  Luther writes:

Christ is born for you and ... his birth is yours, and come to pass for your benefit.  For the Gospel teaches that Christ was born for our sake and that he did everything and suffered all things for our sake ... .  Christ has a pure, innocent, holy birth.  Man has an impure, sinful, damned birth, as David says in Psalm 51[:5] ... .  There is simply no remedy for this except through the pure birth of Christ. ... Christ willed to be born so that we might be born in different manner ... .  In this manner Christ takes to himself our birth and absorbs it in his birth; he present us with his birth so that we become pure and new in it, as if it were our own, so that every Christian might rejoice in this birth of Christ and glory in it no less than if he, too, like Christ, had been born bodily of Mary.


Christ lived His entire life a holy life for all men.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

For Scripture says ... not only of the grown man, not only of the adolescent boy, not only of the babe in its mother’s arms, but of the embryo in its mother’s womb that it is ... God the Lord (St. Luke 1:43).  Scriptures teaches that the very embryo was taken into the Person of the Son of God.  Moreover, according to Scripture, this very fact that the Son of God became an embryo and a little child and thus passed through all the stages of the development of the human nature belonged to the work of our redemption.  In the fullness of time God sent forth His Son, not as an adult man, but ‘made of a woman’ (as an embryo and infant), “made under the Law, that He might redeem them that were under the Law.”  Kromayer:  “Christ passed through all stages of our existence that He might fully remedy our unclean conception and birth” ... .


Christ passed through all the stages of human existence, which would include death, in order to Atone for sins and save.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I delivered unto you first of al that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures ... .


Through the Incarnation of the Son of God in the womb of the Virgin St. Mary, we God dwells with us most graciously to save us.  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard writes:

However, in the womb of Mary, God prepared the most precious medicine against those stings [of the devil and sin] by uniting personally, through the operation of the Holy Spirit, the divine and human natures in Christ so that He would be our physician and our medicine, healing the wounds of our soul, soothing our pains, restoring our health.

II.  God is With Us in the Gospel to Save and Give Life Everlasting.

A.  God dwells with us in the Gospel.

God dwells with men today graciously, as has at all times, through the Gospel.  Jesus says:

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, thee am I in the midst of them.


We gather around Christ’s Name in the Gracious Waters of Holy Baptism.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing hem in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Teaching them to observe all tings whatsoever I have commanded you.  And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.  Amen.


Christ Our Savior dwells graciously with us today in the Gospel.

B.  Christ dwells graciously to give gifts to men of salvation and life eternal.


God dwells with men in the Gospel in order to give gifts to men of salvation and life eternal.  The Apostle St. Peter writes that the Gospel gives the gift of salvation:

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
 toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ... .
 


From God’s Gracious dwelling with men in the Gospel come all the splendid gifts of heaven.  The Lutheran Church confesses:

Therefore every Christian has enough in Baptism to learn and to practise all his life; for he has always enough to do to believe firmly what it promises and brings:  victory over death and the devil, forgiveness of sin, the grace of God, the entire Christ, and the Holy Ghost with His gifts.  In short, it is so transcendent that if timid nature could realize it, it might well doubt whether it could be true.  For consider, if there were somewhere a physician who understood the art of saying men from dying, or, even though they died, of restoring them speedily to life, so that they would thereafter live forever, how the world would pour in money like snow and rain, so that because of the throng of the rich no one could find access!  But here in Baptism there is brought free to every one's door such a treasure and medicine as utterly destroys death and preserves all men alive.


God dwells with men graciously in the Gospel to forgive sins, save, and give to men the everlasting riches of His Kingdom.

Conclusion.


God dwells with men graciously in the Incarnation of our Lord to Atone for sins and save.


God also dwells graciously with men in the Gospel to communicate to men the Gifts of Christ’s Passion to forgive sins, save, give life eternal, and the resurrection of the body when Christ returns again in glory.
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	�“For in him we live, and move, and have our being ... .”  Acts 17:20.
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